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Abstract
Ideally, criminal investigators are usually interested in determining the underlying influence of the immediate environment on the potential to develop delinquent behaviour among individuals. Arguably, low-income neighbourhoods have been significantly associated with an enhanced likelihood of developing criminal behaviour. The theory of social disorganization explicit explains the link between neighbourhoods and crime. It is essential to note that the structural conditions of a particular society may help criminal investors in unravelling criminal activities in a particular area. It is noted that besides the biological factors, social and environmental factors may be important to investigators to explain the reasons why certain groups of people are more susceptible to commit crime than others. 
Introduction
Evidence drawn from a plethora of past research indicates that some particular criminal behavioural patterns are associated with particular societies. This represents an important point from which investigators can begin their investigations in case of a crime. According to research information, certain neighbourhoods may provide conducive conditions necessary for the development of delinquent behaviour (Zembroski, 2011). Social inequalities and racial segregation stand out to be one of the leading factors that favour the development of crime in a particular area. Neighbourhoods with the highest concentration of minority communities and are mostly isolated have for a long time been considered hotbeds of criminal activities such as drug dealing among other antisocial activities. 


Supporting viewpoints on the impacts of the environment on delinquency
Observably, neighbourhoods that have been marked to have high levels of crime may also face other social problems such as juvenile delinquency, school dropouts, child abuse and even domestic violence. In this view, criminal investigators can easily predict the likelihood of a crime occurring in a particular area based on these important environmental indicators. Additionally, certain types of crime predominate in given neighbourhoods (Taylor & Harrell, 1996). In essence, the differential opportunity might to essential in giving predictions regarding the making of violent neighbourhoods. Variations in social organizations are considered major predictive factors influencing delinquency across different geographic areas. Criminal investigators may conclude that delinquency is not usually isolated from environmental factors. For this reason, based on the idea of social disorganization, socially disorganized neighbourhoods may experience many social ills compared to other neighbourhoods. 
Continued exposure to violent criminal activities have been found to damage the health and development of the people and may consequently push them into the vicious cycles of criminal decay. It is understood that because most disorganized neighbourhoods lack the necessary crime control policies, the possibility of petty crimes escalating into serious crime is highly possible (Elliott, 1997). For instance, because of the continued use and dependence on drugs, disorganized neighbourhoods have been highly associated with predatory criminal activities. In this understanding, criminal investigators and law enforcers can use aggressive tactics that particularly aim at stemming the disorder. Accordingly, Zembroski discovered that neighbourhoods with high representations of African-Americans registered higher levels of violent crimes than neighbourhoods with other racial and economic groups.
Social inequalities such as low levels of education, unemployment, and income inequalities in a specific region have been observed as relevant factors with a strong impact on crime and delinquency. Studies have investigated the impact of these factors on the development of delinquent behaviour. For instance, it is argued that uneducated individuals with low levels of income in poor neighbourhoods register high levels of frustration and may resort to illegal and criminal activities to achieve social and economic prosperity (Rezende Bazon & Estevão, 2012). The association between crime and the environment has led to the development of environmental criminology; a terminology that has become an important phenomenon in criminal investigations especially in the determination of geographic distributions of crime, analysis of crime locations and target selection of offenders. The environment significantly motivates criminal offenders to commit criminal activities. The commission of criminal activities is more likely to occur in neighbourhoods where the offenders have the freedom to do whatever they wish to do and also motivated to engage in such activities. 
Similarly, it is also important to understand that even though the spatial distribution of crime is not definite, most criminal activities are usually clustered around areas where the offenders are much aware of the routine activities of their potential targets.  According to environmental criminology, it is argued that criminals usually choose neighbourhoods that they are observably familiar with. These areas are known as nodes or hotspots. Criminal experts are much more aware that criminal activities are more likely to occur in highly disorganized neighbourhoods that consist of potential victims and motivated offenders (Lin, 2010). Environmental criminologists have also noted that people tend to fear when around dark corners, buildings and streets. Findings from research works indicate that these areas are considered potential hotspots by criminal offenders and the presence of threatening individuals consequently generates fear. 
Most ghetto neighbourhoods have poor infrastructure and may form favourable hotspots for criminals and unsuspecting victims, particularly at night. Environmental factors such as infrastructure availability explain the reasons why certain areas might suffer higher rates of criminal activities than others.  Summers & Johnson (2017) argued that the commission of successful criminal events in these areas is environmentally motivated. For instance, burglars may prefer to operate in areas that lack surveillance and are poorly lit. Arguably, these are typical characteristics of poor neighbourhoods that experience high incidents of crime. Desolation and lack of surveillance in poor neighbourhoods have been the major motivating factor for the crime. According to environmental criminologists, neighbourhoods that are rarely patrolled or guarded are usually prone to become targets for acts of crime. 
The lack of potential guardians in ghetto neighbourhoods from a rational perspective explains the reason for the increased crime rate in these regions. When offenders encounter potential targets in spots where there is little to no possibility of being detected by others, the chances of them committing the crime are considerably higher. In this sense, it is essential to note that criminal experts therefore the need to understand the relationship between location and the possibility of committing a crime (Schreck et al., 2009). Rational offenders usually choose to commit their criminal activities in areas where they can easily evade capture in case they are detected. Understandably, the physical conditions must alter the chances of being detected. 
Arguably, if an individual were to grow in a neighbourhood that fostered education as well as other important aspects to enhance social welfare, the most observable trait would be increased social characters and enhanced intellectual abilities. Growing up in regions where little or no value is placed on education might result in the development of deviant and criminal behaviour. 
Based on this argument, the disposition is that the immediate environment may significantly influence an individual's observable behaviour. Ideally, most exhibited forms of violent behaviour are usually learned. Socialization plays key roles in influencing the early perceptions of children regarding criminal acts (Sampson, 2003). Through socialization, children learn the rules and values of society. When children live in an environment where certain criminal acts are never punished, they may tend to believe that such actions are just right.
Positive reinforcement of criminal behaviour among children explains why children from observably disorganized societies tend to uphold criminal behavior than others. Children may consider the vices as acceptable behavior. Consequently, they may begin to exhibit some characteristics that are inconsistent with the general regulations of the society because that is what they believe and uphold to be inherently correct. Early exposure to criminal acts may increase the risk of children becoming delinquent in their adult lives. Even though violence cannot be said to be modelled at home, the lack of effective social controls that ensure social values are instilled in the children also plays significant roles in the development of childhood delinquency. Children may begin to do things that please them because the immediate environment lacks the necessary social controls needed to stop delinquency and criminal acts. 
Children living in a free and lawless society may engage in drug dealing and also join illegal gangs. Although the social environment significantly influences the observable behavior in individuals, the environment may also cause frustration and can possibly lead to school dropouts. Research evidence shows that drug dealers in society are more likely to own guns with a high record of engagement in violent criminal acts than the others in society. 
Because society provides very limited opportunities for personal advancement during the transition from childhood to adulthood, children in disorganized, poor minority neighborhoods usually engage in the above-listed delinquent behaviors to compensate for the loss.
Ways of minimizing crime in low-income neighborhood.
Neighborhoods are mini-communities in distinct places providing people with opportunities with similar needs and interest. Opportunities provided by residential neighborhoods include; shelter, security, and recreation, child-rearing and social interaction which help in reducing crime. It has played an important role in urban development in the United States. For instance, the invention of the automobile and technology played a big role in the urban neighborhood as many employment opportunities are experienced with residents moving to the suburbs (Chalfin et al., 2021). This technology development has helped to shift the economy from manufacturing industries to information and service, therefore, decreasing the number of unskilled, high-paying jobs in the towns. This helps in reducing the poverty in the city which is experienced with low incoming neighborhoods with a high concentration of poor residents which increases other social trouble indicators and proximity to the city.
Physical and economic conditions in poor residents and low-income neighborhoods such as poor physical conditions of structures, rental properties and abandoned buildings are a result of poor community empowerment which leads to social problems like crime. Therefore, providing opportunities to residents help in empowering them thus improving their physical and economic conditions. Also, accessibility, ‘eye on the street’ and community ownership of the space lead to opportunities for reduction of crime activities (Kruger, 2005). 
Many low-income neighborhoods are unclean, unsafe and isolated from the mainstream therefore, improving this low-income neighborhood results in improved cities with conducive and livable opportunities for the residents.
Increased lighting, private ownership of space and increased visual access to the street help in reducing criminal activities to the residents. These have been addressed through physical design strategies that incorporate behavioral patterns thus reducing criminal activities in low-income neighborhoods. On the other hand, removal of vacant buildings, creating mini-neighbourhood and decreasing density help in minimizing the criminals from accessing the neighborhood. Also, the visual appeal of the physical improvements and ‘eye on the street’ of neighborhood help in reducing the crime and changes the behavior of the residents thus creating community pride (Chalfin et al., 2021).
Lastly, non-physical strategies such as community policing, live-in police officers and after school programs help in improving and strengthening the behavior of the residents thus reducing the crime in the neighborhoods. Therefore, combining the non-physical and physical strategies of reducing crime is the best way of improving the neighborhood. Improvement of social problems in the community and other physical problems in low-income neighborhood help in reducing the crimes. This is through the improvement of income, policing community and also after school programs that help in strengthening the behavior of the residents thus reducing crimes.  
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